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ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE INDEX
COLUMBIA API IS 837!
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For the second year in a
row the students at Colum-
bia School have produced
the highest API score for
elementary schools in Tuo-
lumne County (schools un-
der 100 are not counted in
the comparison). Colum-
bia’s API for the 2010-11
school year is 837 !

There are many factors
utilized in this formula and
some are not directly related
to academic performance. In
addition the federal NCLB
(No Child Left Behind) stat-

utes continue to raise the

“bar ” making it even more
difficult each year to meet the
AYP (Annual Yearly Progress).
Under this federal system
schools that do not meet AYP
two years in a row are placed
into PI (Program
ment). Columbia did not meet
AYP this year, however we
have not been designated a Pro-
gram Improvement School..
The API score fell 11 points
from our all time high of 848
last year and staff have already
begun the process of assessing

Improve-

where we might improve for
this school year.

The adjacent chart shows the
trend of achievement since
the API system began in
2002. Columbia continues to
trend upward and achieved
the State goal of 800 in 2008.

Our philosophy is not to
celebrate too much when we
have great success. We are
more concerned with the data
and how we can use that in-
formation to improve instruc-
tion for students, regardless of
our scores.

However, the continued
improvement is something
worthy of sharing with our
parents and community. It
clearly demonstrates the dedi-
cation and commitment
shown by our staff.

Congratulations to the
students and staff for their
outstanding work!

Mr. Foster continues to work at Columbia

Many people are not
aware Mr. Foster is still
working with us in a part
-time capacity.

He was stricken with
pancreatic cancer and
continues to battle that

“bug” on a trial chemo-
therapy treatment with
Stanford.

Mr. Foster will be as-
sisting us with Common
Cores State Standards
implementation; curricu-

lum / testing; developing
the grade component on
our student data manage-
ment system (AERIES)
and “other duties as as-
signed”. We are happy he
is able to work with us!
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SPOTLIGHT ON NEW COLUMBIA STAFF MEMBERS

In our last Prospector we ne-
glected to mention two of our new
staff members who were hired right
after school let out last June.

In this issue we want to spotlight
both of those teachers as a way of
introduction them to our commu-
nity.

Our new first grade teacher, Stacy
Laios (pronounced Li-ose) joins us
after working the last few years in
the Tracy Unified District. She has
taught both first and second grade
and filled in as a long-term sub in
third and fifth grade.

Stacy is a Columbia graduate and
remembers some of our long time
staff members as her teachers. She
also graduated from Sonora High
School before entering into college
in preparation to become a teacher.

Ms. Laios: 1 feel very fortunate to
be teaching at the elementary school I
attended. The staff has been very
welcoming and helpful. I am looking
forward to a great school year with an

awesome group of students!

WELCOME MS. LAIOS !

Debbie Gardiner was hired to fill
the vacancy created in our Special
Education program when Charlie
Stoddard retired at the end of the
2010-11 school year.

Debbie may already be known to
several parents because she served
as the county speech teacher as-
signed to Columbia School last
year.

Debbie has many years of experi-
ence serving as a Special Education
teacher in the Bay Area in addition
to her work as a speech teacher with
the County Office of Education.

Miurs. Gardiner: | am happy to be at Co-
lumbia as the resource teacher. I enjoy
working with the students and collaborat-
ing with the teachers. Everyone has been
so friendly and helpful my first few weeks
of school.  The students are wonderful and
appreciate the extra help. I look forward

to the school year and all it has to offer.

WELCOME MRS. GARDINER

We are excited to have these two
professionals join the Columbia
team and look forward to great suc-
cess in the future.

Art Continues under Selander’s guidance

Three years ago Kathy Selander and
Don Foster undertook the task of im-
proving art instruction for all staff at
Columbia School. Kathy is recognized
as a talented artist and over the years
has found many creative ways to inject
art into the curriculum.

We decided to use her expertise so
that all staff members could benefit.
The district developed an ongoing
training program whereby staff who
participated received credit for ad-
vancement on the salary schedule.
More importantly, the teachers created
at least three standards based art les-
sons that could be used in their class-
room immediately, modified for future
use and shared with other staff mem-
bers to improve art instruction at every
grade level.

Many teachers participated in this

year-long effort and the results have
been phenomenal. Classroom art
instruction has improved, teachers
are more confident in their knowl-
edge and understanding of arts and
students now experience many dif-
ferent art venues.

One of the most impressive out-
comes is our All School Art Show

held in the spring. Students K-8 put
on a display at open house that truly
is amazing.

This year Kindergarten will work
with Louise MacPeeters in music, a
program that includes integrating
rhythm and learning. First, second ,
fifth and sixth grades will have guest
artist /teacher, Patty Larrick, come
into their classroom and present
model lessons. Third and fourth
grades will participate in theatre arts
with Cynthia Restivo, which in-
volves creating and performing his-
torical readers theatre. This is part of
a matching grant program with the
Sierra Arts Council.

And once again K-8 will partici-
pate in the County Art Show and the
Columbia All School Art Show dur-
ing Open House in the spring.




